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Phone: (510) 684-2860     E-mail:  slobin@berkeley.edu 
Mailing address:  2323 Rose St., Berkeley, CA 94708, USA 
Born:  Detroit, Michigan, May 7, 1939          
                       
 
Position:  Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Department of Psychology and Distinguished 
Affiliated Professor Emeritus, Department of Linguistics; Research Psychologist Emeritus, 
Institute of Cognitive and Brain Sciences, and Institute of Human Development, University        
of California, Berkeley 
 
Education:  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor: B.A. summa cum laude with honors in 
psychology, 1960.  Harvard University: M.A., 1962, Ph.D., 1964, in social psychology, 
Department of Social Relations 
 
Honors:  National Merit Scholar 1957-60; Phi Beta Kappa 1960; Harvard Foundation for 
Advanced Study Prize Fellowship 1960-61; elected Fellow of American Academy for the 
Advancement of Science 1969; Distinguished Teaching Award, Associated Students of 
University of California at Berkeley 1967; James McKeen Cattell Fellowship in Psychology 
1976-77; Guggenheim Fellow 1984-85; The New York Academy of Sciences Award in the 
Behavioral Sciences, 1986; elected Charter Member of the American Psychological Society,     
“in recognition of contributions to scientific psychology” 1988; Richard and Rhoda Goldman 
Distinguished Professor in Undergraduate and Interdisciplinary Studies 2002-03; Special 
Symposium in Honor of Dan Slobin: “The Crosslinguistic Research Paradigm for the Study of 
Child Language Development: History, Theory, and Directions,” Congress of the International 
Association for the Study of Child Language, Berlin, 2005 (Festschrift published in 2009); 
Distinguished Faculty Lecture in Psychology, University of California at Berkeley 2008; elected 
Fellow of the Linguistic Society of America, “in recognition of distinguished contributions to the 
discipline of linguistics” 2009; elected Fellow of the American Academy of Arts & Sciences 
2009; Honorary Member of Asociación para el Estudio de la Adquisición del Lenguaje (AEAL), 
Spain, 2010; Roger Brown Award “to honor services and dedication to the field of child 
language,” International Association for the Study of Child Language, 2014. 
 
Research and Professional Experience: 
 
Teaching: 

• 1964-  : Department of Psychology, University of California at Berkeley (1964-67, 
Assistant Professor; 1967-72 Associate Professor; 1972-2004, Professor and Affiliate 
Professor of Linguistics; 2004-   Distinguished Professor Emeritus)  

• 2004-07: Professor of the Graduate School, University of California at Berkeley 
• 2008-13: Graduate Faculty of Purdue University (special appointment: Linguistics 

Graduate Program) 
• 1998, 1999: Visiting Professor, Department of Psychology, Stanford University 
• 1992:  Visiting Professor, Summer Linguistics Institute, University of Göttingen, 

Germany 
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• 1989:  Visiting Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain (summer course) 

• 1980, 1995:  Visiting Professor, Summer Linguistics Institute of the Linguistic Society  
of America, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque 

• 1961-63:  Teaching Fellow in General Education, Harvard University 
 

Research: 
• 1960-  : Research on child language development, cognitive development, 

psycholinguistics,  linguistics (cognitive, functional, typological), sociolinguistics, sign 
language, Middle Eastern studies, in: United States, Netherlands, Yugoslavia (Croatia), 
Italy, Spain, Russia, Turkey, Israel 

• 1965-  :  Research and travel grants from The Ford Foundation, The W. T. Grant 
Foundation, National Science Foundation, National Institutes of Mental Health, 
American Council of Learned Societies, Social Science Research Council, The Sloan 
Foundation, Israel-United States Binational Science Foundation, Institute of Turkish 
Studies, American Psychological Association, International Research and Exchange 
Board (IREX), Mellon Foundation, Max Planck Society 

• 1988-  : Institute of Human Development, University of California at Berkeley:  
(Research Psychologist) 

• 1964-  : Institute of Cognitive and Brain Sciences (formerly Institute of Cognitive 
Studies; formerly Institute of Human Learning), University of California at Berkeley 
(1964-67, Assistant Research Psychologist; 1967-72, Associate Research Psychologist; 
1972-  , Research Psychologist) 

• 1984-85: Visiting Scholar, Laboratoire de Psychologie, CNRS, Paris, France 
• 1981, 1984-85, 1992-93, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001-02, 2003, 

2004, 2006: Visiting Scholar, Max-Planck-Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen,   
The Netherlands 

• 1983, 1984-85: Visiting Scholar, Department of Linguistics, Tel-Aviv University, Israel 
• 1969-70, 1972-73: Visiting Scholar, Department of Psychology, Boğaziçi University, 

Istanbul, Turkey 
• 1962:  Psycholinguistic Consultant, Educational Services, Inc., Watertown, MA 
• 1961-62:  Psycholinguistic Consultant, Language Research, Inc., Cambridge, MA 
• 1959-60:  Research Assistant, Center for Research on Conflict Resolution, University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Administration: 

• 1997-2004: Co-Director, Concentration in Atypical Developmental Psycholinguistics, 
Joint Doctoral Program in Special Education, University of California at Berkeley & San 
Francisco State University; 1997-2004: Member of Executive Committee, Joint Doctoral 
Program in Special Education 

• 1995-2000:  Member of Executive Committee, Institute of Human Development, 
University of California at Berkeley 

• 1990-2009: Member of Scientific Council (Fachbeirat) Max-Planck-Institute for 
Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen, The Netherlands (elected Chair, 1994; reelected 2001) 

• 1988-2007: Director, Child Language Research Laboratory, Institute of Human 
Development, University of California, Berkeley 

• 1982-1990: Member of Executive Committee, Sloan Foundation Program in Cognitive 
Science, Institute of Cognitive Studies, University of California, Berkeley 
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• 1981-87:  Member of Steering Committee, European Science Foundation, Ecology of 
Adult Language Acquisition Research Project 

• 1979-82, 1985-2004: Member of Executive Committee; 1983-84: Acting Director, Center 
for Middle Eastern Studies, University of California, Berkeley 

• 1975-78: Area Head for Cognitive Psychology, Department of Psychology, University of 
California, Berkeley 

• 1982-84, 1985-1992: Area Head for Developmental Psychology, Department of 
Psychology, University of California, Berkeley  

• 1968-78:  Member of Executive Committee, Language-Behavior Research Laboratory, 
University of California, Berkeley 

 
Editorial: 

• Editorial Board Membership—Journals:  Bilingualism: Language and Cognition  (1998-
2007), Cognition (1972-2000), Cognitive Linguistics (2013-19), Discourse Processes    
(1991-2002), Human Development (2002-07), International Journal of Bilingualism     
(1997-  ), International Journal of Language and Culture (2014-  ), International Review     
of Slavic Linguistics (1976-80), Jezikoslovlje (Croatia) (2002-  ),  Journal of Child Language 
(1974-93, 1997-  ), Journal of Narrative and Life History (1991-97), Journal of Pidgin and 
Creole Languages (1986-1995), Language and Cognitive Processes (1985-97), Language 
Learning and Development (2003-  ), Langues, Interaction & Acquisition / Languages, 
Interaction & Acquisition (2009-  ), Linguistic Typology (2001-2009), Language Under 
Discussion (2022-  ); Pragmatics (1991-98), Sign Language & Linguistics (1998-2007)  

• Editorial Board Membership—Book Series: John Benjamins Series: "Typological Studies 
in Language" (1982-  ); John Benjamins Series: "Human Cognitive Processing" (1998-  ); 
John Benjamins Series: "Classics in Psycholinguistics" (1978-  ); Curzon Press Series: 
"Asian Linguistics" (1998-  ); Harvard University Press Series: “Cognitive Science” 
(1980-90); Academic Press Series: “Language, Thought, & Culture: Advances in the 
Study of Cognition” (1971-85) 

• Editorial consultant for psycholinguistics, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates (1990-2007)  
• Founding editor of translation journal, Soviet Psychology (originally Soviet Psychology  

& Psychiatry; now Journal of Russian and East European Psychology) (1962-69) 
 
Professional Societies: 
Academy of American Poets, American Academy of Arts and Sciences (Fellow), American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (Fellow), American Association of University 
Professors, Association for Linguistic Typology, International Association for the Study of Child 
Language, International Cognitive Linguistics Association, International Sign Language 
Association, Jean Piaget Society, Linguistic Society of America (Fellow), Society for Language 
Development, Society for the Study of Child Development, Ottoman and Turkish Studies 
Association, Sign Language Linguistics Society, UK Cognitive Linguistics Association 
 
Selected Invited Presentations: 

• (1971).  Forum lecturer, Linguistics Institute of the Linguistic Society of America, 
SUNY, Buffalo, NY. 

• (1975).  Keynote speaker, Child Language Research Forum, Stanford University, 
Stanford, CA. 

• (1979).  Plenary speaker, Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological 
Association, Philadelphia, PA. 

• (1979).  Borchers Lecturer, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI. 
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• (1985).  Keynote speaker, Boston University Conference on Child Language 
Development, Boston, MA. 

• (1990). Plenary speaker, Congress of the International Pragmatics Association (IPrA), 
Barcelona, Spain. 

• (1990).  Keynote address, Congress of the International Association for the Study of 
Child Language (IASCL), Budapest, Hungary. 

• (1990).  Plenary speaker, First Symposium on Cognition, Language, and Culture, 
University of Santiago, Chile. 

• (1992).  Plenary speaker, Congress of the Belgian Linguistic Society, Antwerp. 
• (1993).  Lecture series, Graduate School of Languages and Linguistics and Linguistic 

Institute for International Communication, Sophia University, Tokyo, Japan. 
• (1994).  Plenary speaker, First Lisbon Meeting on Child Language, Lisbon, Portugal. 
• (1994).  Plenary speaker, Third Conference of the Northern European Language 

Acquisition Society (NELAS 3), Reykjavik, Iceland. 
• (1995).  Plenary speaker, Linguistics Institute of the Linguistic Society of America, 

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque. 
• (1995).  Plenary speaker, First International Meeting on the Acquisition of the Languages 

of the State, Santiago de Compostela, Spain. 
• (1998).  Plenary speaker, LAUD Symposium: “Humboldt and Whorf Revisited,” 

University of Duisburg, Germany. 
• (2000).  Plenary speaker, Conference: “Language, Culture, and Cognition,” Leiden 

University, Netherlands. 
• (2000).  Keynote address, Annual British Child Language Seminar, London. 
• (2001).  Keynote address, Lund Lectures in Languages and Literature: “The Diversity of 

Languages and Language Learning,” Lund University, Lund, Sweden. 
• (2001). Master Lecture, Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child 

Development, Minneapolis, MN. 
• (2001).  Plenary speaker, Conference of the Jean Piaget Society, Berkeley, CA. 
• (2001).  Plenary speaker, Graduate School in Language and Communication, Ph.D. Workshop: 

“Narrative, Cognition, and Culture,” University of Southern Denmark, Odense. 
• (2001).  Plenary speaker, Conference on the Introduction of Bilingual Deaf Education, 

Royal Institute for the Deaf “H. D. Guyot,” Groningen, Netherlands. 
• (2003).  Plenary speaker, Conference: Space in languages, linguistic systems, and 

cognitive categories, Ecole Normale Supérieure, Paris, France. 
• (2005).  Plenary speaker, Seventh Annual International Conference of the Japan Society 

for Language Sciences, Tokyo. 
• (2006). Plenary speaker, Second Russian Cognitive Science Conference, St. Petersburg, Russia. 
• (2006). Plenary speaker, Fifth International Conference of the Spanish Cognitive 

Linguistics Association (AELCO), Murcia, Spain. 
• (2007). Plenary speaker, Second International Conference of the French Association for 

Cognitive Linguistics (AFLiCo), Lille, France. 
• (2008). Plenary speaker, ASKeladden Opening Conference, University of Bergen, Norway. 
• (2008). Plenary speaker, Conference, Language acquisition: Comparative perspectives, 

CNRS & Université de Paris 8, Paris, France. 
• (2009). Lecture, California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA. 
• (2010). Plenary speaker, Conference of the German Linguistics Society (DGfS), Berlin, 

Germany. 
• (2010).  Workshop, Kobe University, Japan. 
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• (2012). Plenary speaker, Fifth International Conference on Language, Culture and Mind, 
Lisbon, Portugal. 

• (2013). Lecture, India Institute for Advanced Study, Shimla, India. 
• (2022). Lecture (zoom), The Experimental Lab of the Department of Modern Languages, 

Literatures and Cultures (LILEC), University of Bologna, Italy. 
 
Festschrift, 2009 
Guo, J., Lieven, E., Budwig, N., Ervin-Tripp, S., Nakamura, K., & Özçalışkan, Ş. (Eds.) (2009). 

Crosslinguistic approaches to the psychology of language: Research in the tradition of Dan Isaac 
Slobin.. New York/London: Psychology Press. 

 
Bibliography, 1959-2023 
 
Books and Monographs 
 
Slobin, D. I. (1971). Psycholinguistics. Glenview, IL: Scott, Foresman.  [Translations:  Argentina, 

Germany, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Russia] 
Slobin, D. I. (1979). Psycholinguistics (2nd ed.). Glenview, IL: Scott, Foresman.  [Translation: Brazil] 
Slobin, D. I. (1994). Crosslinguistic aspects of child language acquisition (Sophia Linguistica Working 

Papers in Linguistics No. 35). Tokyo: Sophia University 
Berman, R. A., & Slobin, D. I. (1994).  Relating events in narrative:  A crosslinguistic developmental 

study.  Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
 
Edited Volumes and Special Issues of Journals 
 
Slobin, D. I. (Ed.). (1966). Handbook of Soviet Psychology. Special double issue of Soviet Psychology & 

Psychiatry, 4(3-4). 
Slobin, D. I. (Ed.). (1967). A field manual for cross-cultural study of the acquisition of communicative 

competence. Berkeley, CA: Language-Behavior Research Laboratory. 
Slobin, D. I. (Ed.). (1967). Vygotsky memorial issue:  In honor of the seventieth birthday of Lev 

Semyonovich Vygotsky.  Special issue of Soviet Psychology, 7(3). 
Slobin, D. I. (Ed.). (1969). Soviet psycholinguistics.  Special issue of Soviet Psychology, 9(3). 
Slobin, D. I. (Ed.). (1971). The ontogenesis of grammar: A theoretical symposium. New York: Academic 

Press. 
Brožek, J., & Slobin, D. I. (Eds.). (1972). Fifty years of Soviet psychology: An historical perspective. White 

Plains, NY: International Arts & Sciences Press. 
Ferguson, C. A., & Slobin, D. I. (Eds.). (1973). Studies of child language development. New York: Holt, 

Rinehart & Winston. 
Slobin, D. I. (Ed.). (1985). The crosslinguistic study of language acquisition: Vol. 1. The data. Hillsdale, 

NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. [Introduction: pp. 3-24] 
Slobin, D. I. (Ed.). (1985). The crosslinguistic study of language acquisition: Vol. 2. Theoretical issues. 

Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
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contexts.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.  [Introduction: pp. xi-xiii] 



 6 

Shirai, Y., Slobin, D. I., & Weist, R. (Eds.). (1998). The acquisition of tense/aspect morphology.  Special 
issue of First Language, 18.  [Introduction: pp. 245-253] 
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Social Psychology, 10, 301-305. 
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Slobin, D. I. (1981). Psychology without linguistics = language without grammar. Cognition, 10, 275-280. 
Bybee, J. L., & Slobin, D. I. (1982). Rules and schemas in the development and use of the English past 

tense. Language, 58, 265-289. 
Slobin, D. I., & Bever, T. G. (1982). Children use canonical sentence schemas: A crosslinguistic study of 

word order and inflections. Cognition, 12, 229-265. 
Slobin, D. I. (1984). Child language and the bioprogram. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 7, 209-210. 
Slobin, D. I., & Bocaz, A. (1988). Learning to talk about movement through time and space: The 

development of narrative abilities in Spanish and English. Lenguas Moderna (Santiago de Chile), 
15, 5-24. 

Slobin, D. I. (1991). Aphasia in Turkish: Speech production in Broca's and Wernicke's patients. Brain and 
Language, 41, 149-164. 

Slobin, D. I. (1991). Can Crain constrain the constraints? Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 14, 633-634. 
Slobin, D. I. (1991). Learning to think for speaking: Native language, cognition, and rhetorical style. 

Pragmatics, 1, 7-26. 
MacWhinney, B., Osmán-Sági, J., & Slobin, D. I. (1991). Sentence comprehension in aphasia in two clear 

case-marking languages. Brain and Language, 41, 234-249. 
Slobin, D. I. (1993). Is spatial language a special case? Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 16, 249-251. 
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Turkic languages, 3, 151-188. 
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Berkeley Transcription System (BTS). Sign Language & Linguistics, 4, 63-96. [BTS coding 
manual available online at http://childes.psy.cmu.edu/] 
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 7 

Slobin, D. I., & Bowerman, M. (2007).  Interfaces between linguistic typology and child language research.  
Linguistic Typology 11, 213-226. 
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